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Portrane will afford a much-needed relief in this respect.
No_withstanding the many drawbacks under which they
labour and the numerous dinicultios with which they Imve
to contend, the heads of the district asylums continue to
show the same conscientious and scrupulous zeal in the
interests of the insane as hitherto. This is evidenced by
1hEdavourable recovery-rate, the small proportion of suicides
and accidents, and the low death-rate, which compares well
with that of similar and more favoured institutions in other
lands,
The State Criminal Asylum at Dundrum passed a quiet

and uneventful year. Several much-needed improvements
have been completed and others are contemplated. The

.-system of payment to patients for work done, which has
been beneficially employed at Broadmoor for a number of
,years, has been introduced here and has apparently pro-
.duced very satisfactory results. The tale of the insane in
the lunatic wards of Irish workhouses continues to be of
’the same sad and depressing nature. The patients numbered
4044. The buildings are overcrowded and understaffed, the
sanitary arrangements primitive, and the personal cleanliness
.of the inmates and the state of the bedding in many cases
ishow much need of improvement. It is surely time that the
Local Government Board awoke to a sense of their duty and
Il’esponsibility towards the most helpless of the insane. A
liberal measure of relief for the amelioration of the lot of
,these pauper lunatics ought to be provided.

There is no change in the number of private asylums. It
is pointed out that in some of these institutions more com-
forts for the patients, increased accommodation, and suitable
’exercise grounds are required. The usual tables and the

inspectors’ reports of their visits to the various asylums are
appended. These are invariably favourable to the manage-
,ment.
From the fulness and accuracy of this report, and the

attention given to the pressing need of improvements in the
.surroundings and condition of the insane in Ireland, it will
be gathered that considerable zeal is displayed in the Lunacy
Department. It is a careful summary of a year’s work and
affords interesting, although not altogether hopeful, reading.

CHOLERA.

THE latest official accounts from St. Petersburg show that
there has been a marked decrease in the number of cases of
cholera in Russia, and, as we surmised last week, the

unitary authorities in that country are confidently looking
forward to the early disappearance of the disease.
We learn from Cairo that there were two fresh cases and

two deaths at Damietta on the 20th inst., while at El lIenzaleh
,and its vicinity there were altogether thirty cases in the
’-course of two days, twelve of which terminated fatally.
Some very interesting information about Damietta, from
,our Egyptian Correspondent, will be found in another
’column.

ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL SCHOOL.-
’Considerable changes and improvements have taken place in
the hospital and school during the past year. The interior of
’the hospital has been repainted and decorated throughout,
:and a reconstruction of the central block has been begun
:and carried nearly to completion. The reconstruction,
which is not seen from the street, will provide two new
operating theatres of the most modern pattern, the
,benches and floors being composed of marble terrazzo,
and the fittings entirely of metal and glass. There aro
included also an extension of the chapel and board-room and
,2, new nurses’ dining-room. In the school the electric light
’has been installed, the arc light being laid on to all the
theatres for the purpose of lantern demonstrations. The
;anatomical collection has been extended, a collection of
surgical instruments provided for inspection, and facilities
given for photographic work. Additional classes for the
University of London and for the Cambridge Second M.B.
work have been arranged for, and a lectureship established,
for the first time in London, in Tropical Medicine. Dr.
Patrick Manson is the occupant of the new chair. A valuable
prize for proficiency in bacteriology has been established in
the school by Mrs. Frederick E. Webb of Maida Vale, who
&as endowed it with the sum of 1000.
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REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

TV07’CCstershi?’e C01lnty Sanitary District.--Mr. G. H.
Fosbroke reports that the general death-rate of the county,
with an estimated population of 303,313, was for 1894 14-2
per 1000, as against 18’1 and 16-1 in 1892 and 1893 respec-
tively. Small-pox invaded many of the urban and rural
districts of Worcestershire during the period in which the
disease was epidemic in Birmingham, and the city seems to
have formed the focus for spreading the disease in this
county. In reference to the notification of measles, Mr. Fos-
broke states that his experience hitherto has tended to
the conclusion that such a step reduces the mortality from
the disease owing to the fact that the official visits lead to at
least some sort of isolation, and thus to reduced exposure.
Facilities were afforded to medical officers of health
and general practitioners by the Worcestershire county
council both for obtaining antitoxin for the treatment
of diphtheria and also for submitting doubtful cases

to bacteriological examination. JB1r. Fosbroke reserves

for a subsequent date a detailed report upon this

subject, but he remarks in general terms that, so far
as the experience of his county goes, the antitoxin treat-
ment has had satisfactory results. Tewkesbury rural district
council strenuously refuses to adopt compulsory notification.
As Mr. Fosbroke observes, the fact that thirty-four out of
thirty-five sanitary districts in Worcestershire have volun-
tarily availed themselves of the Notification Act should be
sufficient to induce the Tewkesbury district councillors to

give the Act a trial. Obviously, however, the councillors
referred to are disinclined to admit that the mere fact of a

large majority is any evidence of either the moral or intel-
lectual rectitude of the position. In a sense we feel com-

pelled to admire this stubborn resistance of the Tewkesbury
rural district council in face of these overwhelming odds,
but we think they might now capitulate without any very
serious loss of dignity. To Worcestershire, as our readers
will probably remember, belongs the honour of issuing the

; two first order under the Isolation Hospitals Act, 1893,
! and Mr. Fosbroke states that in his county the Act has had
. 

a verv beneficial effect.
i Derbyshire County Sanitary District.-In the middle of
. 1894 the administrative county of Derbyshire had an esti-

mated population of 444,118. Some slight modifications
have taken place in certain districts as a result of the opera-
tions of the Local Government Act, 1894. The general
death-rate of the county for 1894 was but 15-4 per 1000 ; the
death-rate from zymotic diseases showed a very marked
decline upon that of 1893, as also did infantile mortality.

. There are signs in Derbyshire of considerable activity under
the Isolation Hospitals Act, and one hospital district has

. already been formed, while steps in connexion with

. 

another are almost complete. In the case of the
. Belper Hospital district, one of the urban district
L councils covered by the terms of the order has decided
, to appeal to the Local Government Board to be re-

moved from the combination. In each of the above
L instances the county council has left the control of the

hospitals in the hands of the hospital committee, and it has
. not elected any permanent members on either of the com-

mittees. Provision has, however, been made to the effect
that, if the hospital committee fail within five years to erect

! a permanent hospital to the satisfaction of the county
I council, a new hospital committee, on which the county

council is to elect the majority of members, is to come into
: existence. Dr. Sidney Barwise, the county medical officer
: of health, expresses a hope that future hospital committees
, will have larger areas under their charge, so that two or three
: hospitals may be erected on each area.

LONDON PORT SANITARY DISTRICT.

The report of Dr. Collingridge upon the half-year ended
: June 30th, 1894, which has just been issued, shows not only
how well London is protected against the importation of
infectious disease by sea, but also the necessity of continuing
the precautions, and even of increasing the equipment at the


